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Impromptu Speech Scenarios

Scenario 1: Unexpected Question During Debate

You have just finished presenting your bill on improving access to mental health services in
schools when another delegate asks:

"How will you pay for this proposal without increasing taxes?"

You pause briefly before answering.

"That's an important question. While my bill doesn't identify one specific funding source,
similar programs in other states have been supported through existing education and health

grants. | would also welcome amendments during committee to strengthen the funding
section because | believe the benefits outweigh the costs.”

What strategies does the speaker use?

How do they remain calm?

How do they organize their response?

Which techniques could you use yourself?

Scenario 2: Media Interview After a Vote

A member of the media team approaches you immediately after your bill narrowly fails.
"Your proposal wasn't successful today. Does that mean students don't support your idea?"
You respond:

"I don't think today's vote means students disagree with the goal. Throughout committee, |

received valuable feedback, and I'll use those ideas to improve the proposal. Debate is about
strengthening legislation, not just winning votes."
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What strategies does the speaker use?

How do they remain calm?

How do they organize their response?

Which techniques could you use yourself?

Scenario 3: Difficult Community Question
You are presenting a community project idea when a parent says:

"Students are too young to understand these issues. Why should anyone listen to your
ideas?”

You reply:
"I understand why you might think that. While we're still learning, students experience these

issues every day and can offer a perspective that adults sometimes don't see. We also based
our proposal on research and community feedback rather than personal opinions alone."

What strategies does the speaker use?

How do they remain calm?

How do they organize their response?

Which techniques could you use yourself?
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Scenario 4: Campaign Question

During a student council election debate, another candidate asks:

"You've promised to improve student voice, but exactly how will you achieve that?"

You answer:

"One of my priorities would be holding monthly student forums to gather ideas directly from

students before making decisions. I'd also work with clubs and teachers to improve
communication so students know how they can become involved."

What strategies does the speaker use?

How do they remain calm?

How do they organize their response?

Which techniques could you use yourself?

Scenario 5: Forgetting What to Say

Halfway through your speech, you lose your train of thought. You stop for a moment, smile,
and say:

“Let me come back to my main point because it's the most important part of this discussion."”

You briefly summarize your key message before continuing with the rest of your speech.

What strategies does the speaker use?

How do they remain calm?

How do they organize their response?

Which techniques could you use yourself?
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